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ORDINANCE NO. 89- 21 


AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
OF PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA, ENTITLED PAIK BEACH 
COUNTY CONSTRUCTION PERMIT FEE SCHEDULE; PROVIDING 
FOR A STANDARD METHOD OF CALCULATING FEES FOR 
BUILDING, ELECTRIC, PLUMBING, MECHANICAL AND GAS 
PERMITS; PROVIDING FOR MISCELLANEOUS CHARGES AND 
EXPENSES; PROVIDING FOR AN ANNUAL REVIEW AND 
ADOPTION OF THE FEE SCHEDULE; PROVIDING FOR REPEAL 
OF LAWS IN CONFLICT; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; 
PROVIDING FOR APPLICABILITY? PROVIDING FOR 
INCLUSION IN THE CODE; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE 
DATE. 


WHEREAS, Chapter 125, Section 125.01, Chapters 163, 553, 
Florida Statutes, and Chapter 84-565 Laws of Florida, as amended, 
authorize Palm Beach County to adopt, amend and revise, by 
ordinance, building, electric, plumbing, mechanical, gas, fire 
safety, sanitary and related codes; and 

WHEREAS, Chapter 163, Florida Statutes, as amended, 
authorizes counties to determine and set fees for charges for 
services and activities necessary to the administration of any 
ordinance or regulation enacted pursuant to law; and 

WHEREAS, the present permit fee schedule has been in 
effect since October 14, 1986; and 

WHEREAS, Palm Beach County Planning, Zoning and Building 
Department is required to evaluate and adopt a fee schedule on an 
annual basis on or about the first day of October of each year; 
and 

WHEREAS, it is necessary to standardize the method of 
calculating said permit fees to provide an equitable system of 
assessing fees; and 

WHEREAS, Palm Beach County has determined that the 
present fee schedule is insufficient in providing a standardized 
method of calculating permit fees; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS OF PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA, as follows: 

SECTION 1. TITLE: 

This Ordinance shall be titled Palm Beach County 
Construction Permit Fee Schedule. 
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SECTION 2. CREATED: 


There is hereby created the 1989 Palm Beach County 
Construction Permit Fee Schedule, set forth in this Ordinance. 
For all Building, Electrical, Plumbing, Mechanical, Gas or other 
improvements reguiring a permit, a fee shall be paid as required 
at the time of filing an application, in accordance with this 
Ordinance and the policies and procedures established by the 
Planning, Zoning and Building Department. 

SECTION 3. ANNUAL EVALUATION: 

The adopted fee schedule for construction permits shall be 
evaluated and adopted on an annual basis on or about October 1 of 
every year. The annual evaluation shall be conducted by the 
Planning, Zoning and Building Department. The Home Builders and 
Contractors Association, Associated General Contractors and the 
Associate Builders and Contractors shall be given the opportunity 
to participate in the annual review. Failure to adopt a fee 
schedule by the first day of October, shall result in the current 
fee schedule remaining in effect until a new schedule is adopted. 

SECTION 4. PERMIT FEES: 

A permit shall not be issued or valid until a fee as 
prescribed in this Section has been paid. A separate permit and 
fee shall be required for each structure or improvement. At the 
time of filing for a permit a minimum of 50 percent of the 
estimated permit fee shall be paid. The remainder of the fee is 
due when the permit is validated. 

A Permit fee shall be calculated by using the appropriate 
figure in TABLE 1.1, in no case, however, shall the fee be less 
than $30.00. A primary permit fee will include the fee for all 
sub-permits provided the necessary information is completely and 
adequately detailed on the plans and other information submitted. 
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TABLE 1.1 


PERMIT FEE FORMULAS 


PERMIT DESCRIPTION 1 FORMULAS 4 


Structures 2 unit rate 5 x floor space 6 x % 7 

Service Systems & misc improvements 3 estimated value 8 x % 
Demolition $50 


1. As determined by the Building Official 

2. Structures or improvements which can be calculated by the square footage method. 

3. Systems such as electrical services, swimming pools, tenant improvements and 

renovations which cannot be calculated by the square footage method. 

4. The minimum permit fee shall be not less than 30.00 dollars 

5. Unit Rates are those figures found in TABLE 1.2. 

6. Floor Space - means the gross constructed floor area covered by a roof that provides 

shelter, plus any area adjacent to but outside of the enclosing walls that has a 
constructed floor and is covered by a sheltering roof contiguous with the building. 
This shall include the gross floor area of each floor of a multiple story building. 
Walkways are not included in this definition. 

7. X are those percentages found in TABLE 1.3. 

8. Estimated Value - The total cost of all related work and material may be verified 

by the Building Division using recognized construction cost data. 


TABLE 1.2 

BASE BUILDING UNIT RATE DATA 


The base building figure is obtained by multiplying the square footage 
by the unit rates listed below. 


TYPE OF 

TYPE 

TYPE 

TYPE IV 

TYPE V 


TYPE 

VI 

OCCUPANCY/CONSTRUCT ION 

II 

III 

SPRINKLER 

UNPROTECTED 

SPRINKLER UNPROTECTED 

SPRINKLER 

UNPROTECTED 

DWELLING (R) 

55.50 

52.50 

49.50 

47.00 

47.00 

44.00 

44.00 

41.50 

TOWNHOUSE (R) 

52.25 

49.50 

48.25 

45.50 

46.00 

43.00 

41.75 

38.25 

APARTMENT/CONDO (R) 

49.00 

46.50 

46.50 

43.50 

45.00 

41.50 

38.50 

36.00 

CARPORT AND PORCHES 

20.00 

17.50 

16.50 

15.50 

17.50 

15.50 

16.50 

14.00 

PARKING STRUCTURES (S) 

32.50 

29.50 

29.50 

27.50 

29.00 

26.00 

28.50 

26.00 

CHURCH (A) 

56.00 

50.50 

48.50 

45.00 

48.50 

44.00 

42.00 

39.50 

CONVALESCENT (I) 

67.50 

59.50 

59.50 

56.00 

57.50 

NP 

50.50 

NP 

EDUCATIONAL (E) 

55.50 

49.50 

49.50 

47.00 

50.50 

47.00 

47.00 

44.00 

FACTORY-INDUSTRIAL (F) 

32.50 

27.50 

27.50 

25.00 

27.00 

24.00 

25.00 

20.50 

HAZARDOUS (H) 

27.50 

25.00 

25.00 

21.50 

25.00 

21.50 

NP 

NP 

HOSPITAL (I) 

98.00 

95.50 

95.50 

92.50 

90.00 

NP 

76.00 

NP 

HOTEL (R) 

54.00 

48.50 

47.00 

43.50 

46.50 

43.00 

46.50 

43.00 

OFFICE (B) 

58.00 

51.00 

46.50 

43.00 

45.50 

43.00 

45.50 

43.00 

PRIVATE GARAGE 

AND/OR SHED (S) 

25.00 

22.00 

22.00 

20.50 

22.00 

20.50 

21.50 

19.50 

PUBLIC GARAGE (S) 

33.00 

29.50 

26.00 

23.50 

26.00 

23.50 

26.00 

23.50 

RESTAURANT (A or B) 

59.50 

54.00 

52.50 

49.50 

52.50 

49.50 

52.50 

49.00 

RETAIL STORE (M) 

45.50 

38.50 

37.50 

34.00 

36.50 

33.00 

36.00 

32.50 

SERVICE STATION (B) 

54.00 

49.00 

48.50 

45.50 

47.50 

45.00 

41.50 

40.00 

THEATER (A) 

63.50 

52.50 

49.50 

47.50 

49.50 

47.00 

49.50 

47.00 

WAREHOUSE (S) 

26.00 

23.50 

23.50 

20.50 

23.50 

20.50 

23.50 

20.50 


NOTES: 

1. NP-Not permitted by code 
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TABLE 1.3 


PERCENTAGE x UNIT RATE OR VALUE 


2% 

the 

first 

10,000 

plus 

1% 

the 

next 

90,000 

plus 

.5% 

the 

next 

400,000 

plus 

.25% 

the 

next 

500,000 

plus 

.125% 

the 

remainder 



SECTION 5. PLAN REVIEW AND REVISION FEES: 

The Building Division is authorized to assess fees as specified in 
TABLE 2.1 and in accordance with the policies and procedures 
established by the Building Division. These fees shall be assessed to 
recover the Divisions cost of providing other services related to the 
permit process, which are not common to all permits and therefore 
captured by the collection of permit fees. 


TABLE 2.1 

PLAN REVIEW, REVISION & PERMIT PROCESSING FEES 


Type of Service 


Fee 


Revision/pre-permit 

Revision/post-permit 

Re-validation^ 

Design Review 4 

Change of Contractor/Owner 

(Plan Review Required) 

Change of Contractor/Owner 

(No Plan Review Required) 

Change of Lot 
Duplicate Plans 
Duplicate Permit 


No Fee 
$ 20.00 + 
$50.00 + 
$ 20.00 + 
$25.00 + 


$8.00/page^ 
Revisions 
$8.00/page 
revisions 


$50.00 + revisions 


$25.00 

$20.00 + $8.00/page 1 2 3 4 

$ 10.00 


1. Prior to the plan review stage of the permit process minor revisions will be 

accepted at no cost. However, should the revision increase the base on which the 
permit fee was calculated or require a separate permit, the applicant shall be 

required to pay the additional fee. 

2. Energy Calculations, Truss Drawings and Specifications are each considered 1 page. 

3. In no case more than the original permit fee. 

4. Design Review - Prior to application for a permit, the owner, contractor or designer 

may request design review. This review shall be conducted in accordance with this 
section, together with the policies and procedures established by the building 
division. This process is intended for structures or projects in the design 
state. The review is intended to aide applicants by familiarizing them with code 
requirements which may effect their design. The review will cover the following 
areas: Building, electric, plumbing, mechanical, gas and fire. 
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SECTION 6. INSPECTION FEES: 


The Building Division is authorized to assess inspection 
and re-inspection fees as specified in TABLE 3.1 and in 
accordance with policies and procedures established by the 
Building Division. 

TABLE 3.1 
INSPECTION FEES 


TYPE OF INSPECTION 

FEE 

Emergency or miscellaneous Inspection 1 

Re-Inspection 

$30.00 

$25.00 


1. Includes code compliance, structure relocation, condemnation, occupational license, 
fire damage assessment, and other miscellaneous inspections whose cost is not 
captured by the issuance and collection of permit fees. 


2. May be charged for each re-i nspect i on or for failure to call for a required 
inspection. 

The Building Division is further authorized to determine 
the appropriate fee in the case of special code violation 
operations. In no case, however, shall it be more than the fee 
for the applicable permit, plus an inspection fee, per 
occurrence. 


SECTION 7. SPECIAL FEES: 

The Building Division is authorized to assess fees as 
specified in TABLE 4.1 and in accordance with the policies and 
procedures established by the Building Division. These fee shall 
be assessed to recover the Divisions cost of providing special 
services related to its duties, which are not captured by the 
issuance and collection of permit fees. 

TABLE 4.1 
SPECIAL FEES 


TYPE OF SERVICE 


FEE 


Electric Power Waivers 
Inspection Agreements 

Product & System Evaluation Programs 
Special Publication & Information 
Programs 

FAX Permit Process, Maximum 


$50.00 

$50.00 

$200.00 annual 

_i 

$200.00 annual 


1. These fees to be based on proportionate cost of Division Operations and program cost 
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SECTION 8. TIME LIMITATIONS: 


APPLICATIONS - Applications which have had no file activity after 
6 months are invalid and are voidable as determined by the 
building official. Invalid applications must be re-validated 
(renewed) prior to issuance of a permit. Invalid applications 
may be re-validated (renewed) within one (1) year from the date 
they become invalid, subject to the approval of the Building 
Official, and upon payment of the fee specified in Table 2.1, 
plus any balance due. Re-validation of applications are subject 
to all other appropriate county fees which may have come into 
effect. Applications which are not re-validated after the given 
time period are void. Void applications accompanying documents 
are subject to destruction by the Building Division in accordance 
with Building Division policies and procedures. 

PERMITS - Permits which have had no file or inspection activity 
after 6 months are invalid and are voidable as determined by the 
building official. Invalid permits must be re-validated 
(renewed) prior to recommencing work. Invalid permits may be re¬ 
validated (renewed) within one (1) year from the date they become 
invalid, subject to the approval of the Building Official, and 
upon payment of the fee specified in Table 2.1. Re-validation of 
permits are subject to all other appropriate county fees which 
may have come into effect. Permits which are not re-validated 
after the given time period are void. 

SECTION 9. REFUNDS: 

Refunds may be granted in accordance with this section and 
Planning, Zoning and Building Departments policies and 
procedures. Refunds will be granted only on permit fees in 
excess of $100.00. For permit fees in excess of $100.00, 50% of 
the fee is refundable on valid application and permits. No 
refund shall be granted on permits for which work has commenced. 
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SECTION 10. FAILURE TO OBTAIN A PERMIT: 


The permit fee shall be four (4) times that specified in 
this Ordinance, should work commence prior to the issuance of a 
permit as required by the Building Official. Appeals of a permit 
fee incurred by a violation notice shall be made to the Director 
of the Code Compliance Division. 

SECTION 11. RECORDS: 

The Building Official shall keep or cause to be kept a 
permanent and accurate account of all permit fees and other 
moneys collected, the names of all persons upon whose account the 
same was paid, and the data and amount thereof. 

SECTION 12. REPEAL OF LAWS IN CONFLICT: 

All local laws and ordinances applying to Palm Beach 
County in conflict with any provision of this Ordinance are 
hereby repealed, including Ordinance No. 86-36, as adopted by the 
Board of County Commissioners on October 14, 1986. 

SECTION 13. SEVERABILITY: 

If any section, paragraph, sentence, clause, phrase or 
word of this Ordinance is for any reason declared to be 
unconstitutional, inoperative or void, such holding shall not 
affect the remainder of this Ordinance. 

SECTION 14. APPLICABILITY: 

This Ordinance shall be in effect in the unincorporated 
areas of Palm Beach County and in those municipalities within 
Palm Beach County for which Palm Beach County Planning, Zoning 
and Building Department provides construction code enforcement 
service by intergovernmental agreement. 


SECTION 15. INCLUSION IN CODE: 

The provisions of this Ordinance shall become and be made 
a part of the Code of Laws and Ordinances of Palm Beach County, 
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Florida. The sections of this Ordinance may be renumbered or 
relettered to accomplish such and the word "ordinance" may be 


changed to "section", "article" or other appropriate word. 

SECTION 16. EFFECTIVE DATE: 

The provisions of this Ordinance shall become effective 
October 1, 1989 upon receipt of acknowledgement by the Secretary 

of State, State of Florida. 

APPROVED AND ADOPTED by the Board of County Commissioners of 

Palm Beach County, Florida, on the 19th _ day of Sppt-pmhpr 

_, 19 89 


PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA, BY ITS 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 



S' 


CHAIR 


APPROVED AS TO FORM AND 
LEGAL SUFFICIENCY 



COUNTY ATTORNEY 


JOHN B. DUNKLE, CLERK 
Board of County Commissioners 

DEPUTY CLERK 


Acknowledgement by the Department of State of the State of 

Florida, on this, the _ 2nd _ day of October _ 

_, 19_89_. 

Acknowledgment from the Department of State of 

the State of Florida, on this, the 5th _ day of October 

_, 19 89 _, at 10:47 A.m., and filed in the Office 

of the Clerk of the Board of County Commissioners of Palm Beach 
County, Florida. 

EFFECTIVE DATE: October 1, 1989 
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